AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



i 



one 



(Currently Amended) A mower head comprising: 
a deck having at least three sides and at leai 
side wall depending from said deck; 

at least one cutting blade rotaJ^ri5ly mounted to 
5 said deck on an axis extending through ^Sciid deck, said deck 
being disposed above ^h^ge^rally/^arallel to said blade; 
and * ^KjS 

a guard assembly comprising: 

an actuatLi^emller mounted on said deck, 
10 a guard attached /to said actuating member and 

pivotally attached to dec]/ via a hinge which is mounted 



15 




to two of said at least thre^ sides and extends at an obtuse 
angle in relation/to twolp-f said at least three sides of said 
deck, and 

a flap defending from said guard and movable 
in relation /to said guard, said flap being oriented in a 
plane spaced from a plane of said guard , wherein said plane 
of said guard, in its entirety, is coplanar with a plane of 
said deofc, in one orientation of said guard . 



2. (Or i g^L-R-^Hh- ~~The mower head of claim 1 wherein" 
said actuating member comprises a hydraulic cylinder anc 
piston assembly. 

3. (Original) The mower^heati' of claim 1 wherein 
said deck further comprises a fiap depending from one of said 
at least three sides of sa-id deck. 



4. (Ori-ginal) The mower head of claim 3 wherein 

said gu'^rd includes a first wall which comprises an 
app'roximately straight edge and a second wall which comprises 
iiur-a.lj-.t-y --o^f-^ngied— s.eci.ions . 




2 



5. W&?evxous±y Amended) The mower head of claim 4 

wherein two of said deck at least three sides are normal to 
each other and a third of said at least three sides is 
positioned at an obtuse angle in relation to said two of sai 
5 deck at least three sides. 



6. (Canceled) 



7. (Previously Amended) The mower head of claim 1 
wherein said actuating member is mounted on s'aid deck at a 
location spaced from said hinge. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A mowe/ head comprising: 
a deck having at least thxee sides; 

at least one cutting blade rotatably mounted to 
said deck on an axis extending /through said deck, said deck 
beir 
and 



5 being disposed above and generally parallel to said blade; 



a guard assembly /comprising : 

an actuating member mounted on said deck, 
/ 

a hinge extending between and mounted to two 

10 of said at least three^sides of said deck at an angle with 

/ 

respect to said two 9>f said at least three sides, 

a guard attached to said actuating member and pivotally 
attached to said c^ck via said hinge, wherein a plane of said 
guard is parallel to, and spaced from, a plane of said deck 
15 in one orientation of said guard, and 

a flap which depends from said guard -and — 5rs 
movable in Relation to said guard, — said flap being oriented 
in a plane/ spaced from a plane of said guard . 

(Original) The mower head of claim 9 wherein 

said actuating member comprises a hydraulic cylinder and a 



l, said cylinder including a chamber surrounding said 



piston . 
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(Previously Amended) 
ne of said at 1 
plurality of angled sections 



The mower head of clainr 9 
wherein one of said at least three sides comprised a 



12. (Previously Amended) The mower head/6f claim 11 

wherein said guard includes a first wall which/ comprises a 
plurality of angled sections which matingly interconnect with 
said angled sections of said one of at least/ three sides and 
a second wall which comprises a plurality of angled sections. 



13. (Previously Amended) Thfe mower head of claim 9 
wherein said deck further comprises a fourth side and at 
least three side walls, one depending from at least three of 
said four sides , wherein two o/ said at least three side 
walls are rigid. 

14. (Original) The^mower head of claim 13 wherein 
one of said three side wal^ls of said deck comprises a flap 
depending from one of said four sides of said deck. 



15, 



(Canceled) 



16. (Canceled); 



17. (Currently Amended) The mower head of claim ir6 9 
wherein one of said at least three sides further comprises an 
extension whictr protrudes under said guard. 



18. ((Currently Amended) A mower head comprising: 
deck comprising: 



at 



as't four sides, and 



4 



^Ja^ee— ©-arete" walxs, one depending trom each of 
5 three of said at least four sides, wherein two of said three 
side walls are rigid; 

at least one cutting blade rotatably mounted yto 
said deck on an axis extending through said deck, said/deck 
being disposed above and generally parallel to said/blade; 
10 and 

a guard assembly comprising: 

an actuating member mounted on s^id deck, 
a hinge mounted to and extending at an angle 
in relation to two adjacent ones of s§Zd at least four 
15 sides of said deck, 

a guard attached to said Actuating member and 
pivotally attached to said deck via said hinge, and 

a flap which depends yrrom said guard and is 
movable in relation to said guard, /said flap being oriented 
20 in a plane spaced apart from a/ plane of said guard and 
including a plurality of discretely angled sections . 



19. (Original) The/mower head of claim 18 wherein 
said actuating member comprises a hydraulic cylinder and a 
piston assembly. 

20. (Original) / The mower head of claim 18 wherein 
one of said three side walls comprises a flap depending from 
one of said four sicfes of said deck, 

21. (Original) The mower head of claim 18 wherein 
one of said dec^k at least four sides comprises a plurality of 
angled sectioi 



22. /(Previously Amended) The mower head of claim 21 

wherein /Said guard includes a first wall which comprises a 
plurality of angled sections which matingly interconnect with 
s a i d/angl ed^&G^ixrrrs~ of^ne o f saTd^aFT^ easf^f mrr^s-ides^and 



5 



rl-^whic h ^Gam p,ri,s.e,s„a„p luralitv oi 



rrons . 



23. (Original) The mower head of claim 18 wher/in 
a top surface of said guard and a top surface of said/deck 
are located in the same plane, 

24. (Original) The mower head of claim/18 wherein 
a top surface of said guard and a top surface /of said deck 
are located in different planes. 



25, 



(Original ) 



The mower head of claim 24 wherein 
one of said at least four sides further comprises an 
extension which protrudes under said guard. 



26-37 



(Canceled) 



38. (Previously Added) The/ mower head of claim 1, 
wherein said flap is a resilient^ one-piece flap. 

39. (Previously Addedj^/^he mower head of claim 9, 
wherein said flap is a resi'lient, one-piece flap. 



40. (Previously Added) The mower head of claim 18, 
wherein said flap is a resilient, one-piece flap. 



41-4i 



(Canceled) 



4 8.^ (Currently Amended) A mower head comprising: 
a decxv'hajving a longitudinal axis, at least three sides 
including/ a\ single forward side and at least one side wall 
dependi/f(g fr^pi said deck; 
5 /at l^ st one cutting blade rotatably mounted to said 

deok on a rotational axis extending through said deck, said 
deck being dispos^ed^above and generally parallel to said 
b\ade ; and^^ 



6 




10 



Iiaaj^^as^-emirry comprising 

an actuating member mounted on said deck, 




a guard attached to said actuating member/ and 

pivotally attached to said deck via a hinge which expends at 

/ 

an obtuse angle in relation to two adjacent ones ox said at 

/ 

least three sides of said deck, including said forward side, 
15 wherein said guard is located on said forward side and an 
adjacent side such that said longitudinal /xis extends near 
a side edge of said guard, 

said actuating member including a linkage assembly 
comprising a first rigid link element mounted to said guard 



2 0 and a second rigid link ^element mounted to said deck; and 



a flap dipendihg from/feaid guard. 



49, 



( Currently TAmendeGf) A mower head comprising: 
\ y 

a box shaped dec^k having five sides, four two opposed 
sides of which are perpendicular in relation to another two 



opposed sides each 



/ 



and 



fifth side of. which is 
5 oriented at an obtuse \angle in relation to its adjacent 
sides; / W 

at leastyzfne cutting blade rotatably mounted to said 
deck on a rotational axis extending through said deck, said 
deck being /disposed above and generally parallel to said 
10 blade; and 

a/guard movably pivotally attached to said deck fifth 
side /via a hinge which extends parallel to the deck fifth 
sidfe , such that said guard selectively pivots out of a plane 
said deck. 





50 . The mower head of claim 49, furth* 

\ / \ — — 

comprising a flap extending fr.om\said guard^s^id^fTap being 

oriented in a plane spaced apairt jfj:om-H plane of said guard. 



51 



(New)- 




/ 



The mower head of claim 50, wherein said 
f 1 ag^-^^Cmov^ 



A 



52 . ^N£w7 T n e mower ^KeaE s ^^T == ^I^^^€9^ TuPffKer" 

comprising a holding member for holding said guard in one 
rotational position in relation to said deck. 



53. (New) The mower head of claim 52, wher^afn said 

holding member comprises a hydraulic cylinder and A piston, 
said cylinder including a chamber surrounding saira piston. 



54. (New) The mower head of claim 5$, wherein said 

guard is attached to one of said hydraulic cylinder and 
piston and another of said hy^aulic cylinder and piston is 
attached to said deck. 



55. (New) 
guard includes a 



first 



straight edge along whic 
hinge . 




The mower head q£ claim /53, wherein said 



7 



11 comprising/ an approximately 



56, 



(New) 



7 



i said/ guard is mounted to said 



The mower head/ of claim 49, further 



comprising a boom arm to which said deck is mounted. 



57 



(New*) 



side; 



,a deck havinjg at le x ast 

V7 




wer\head comprising: 



said deck oh^Jn^ 
being disposed a 
a gua 



four sides including a front 



l at Nieast /one cutting blade rotatably mounted to 
is extending through said deck, said deck 



we and generally parallel to said blade; 



d a> 



hinc 



1. 



^embly comprising: 

extending at an angle between said 
front side an/1 an ^djac^nt one of said sides of said deck, 

a y guard pivotally attached to said deck via 
said guard including a portion protruding 
a front edge of said front side of said deck. 



said hinge 
forwardly 



58 



(New) 



Thermo we^r^h^^ 5 r 



"further 
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comprising a holding member for holding -/said guard in one 
rotational position in relation to sala deck. 



59. (New) The moweJ 

angle of said hinge is an obt 



fu^rd of claim 57, wherein said 
;e £ngle. 



60. (New) The/mower, 
comprising a flap e^ 
relation to said g 



\guard of claim 56, further 
Jm said guard and movable in 
flkp being oriented in a plane 



spaced apart from a plane of said guard. 
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